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began rapidly to center in Prance." And thus the book is now pub- 
lished, with a foreword by Mr. James M. Beck, who makes Beaumarchais 
out to have been a very wonderful person indeed — a kind of Sheri- 
dan (Kichard B., not Phil), Junius, Harriman, Sherlock Holmes, and 
Talleyrand all in one — and who finds the chief distinction of the book 
itself to reside in the fact that it is " a valuable contribution to the cause 
of patriotism." 

C. B. 

Adventurers of Oregon. A chronicle of the fur trade. By Constance L. 
Skinner. [The chronicles of America. Edited by Allen Johnson 
under the supervision of the committee on publications of the Yale 
university council] (New Haven : Yale university press, 1920. 290 
p. $3.50) 
The fur trade is made the central theme of this twenty-second volume 
of the Chronicles of America, and quite properly so. After an intro- 
ductory chapter devoted to the period of discovery and exploration, end- 
ing with Captain Gray's exploit, come six chapters of lively narrative 
dealing each with an outstanding phase of the development of the Pacific 
northwest. Lewis and Clark; the rise and rivalry of the Canadian fur 
companies, their reaching toward the Pacific, their contacts with John 
Jacob Astor in the interior; Astor's Oregon venture in two of the chap- 
ters, one devoted to the Tonquin and its discordant factors; "Astoria 
under the nor 'westers"; and the regime of Dr. McLoughlin, leave little 
to be desired in the way of a story of sustained interest. The eighth 
chapter portrays the clash of old and new forces, trader and trapper 
with missionary and settler, bringing the story down to the treaty of 
1846, with a few paragraphs summarizing the events immediately sub- 
sequent to the diplomatic settlement of the episode. 

Occasionally it would seem that the effort to maintain a swiftly moving 
narrative has betrayed the author into sacrificing clarity. One is doubt- 
ful, for instance, as to just what is meant to be conveyed by the de- 
scriptions of or allusions to the story of Juan de Fuca (p. 2), the bull 
of demarcation (pp. 3-4), the Nootka convention (p. 17), and Oregon and 
the treaty of Ghent (p. 211). 

It is unquestionably a matter of personal judgment as to how the de- 
scription of any historical episode is to be balanced, what weight is to be 
given to this and that part. Nevertheless, it seems clear that an erro- 
neous impression is produced by devoting the two longest chapters of the 
eight to Lewis and Clark and Astor's overlanders, respectively, and 
leaving to more or less incidental reference in the last chapter, one of the 
shortest, practically all there is to be found about the decade preceding 
the treaty of 1846. To say that Wyeth's venture "kindled interest in 
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the territory beyond the mountains, an interest dormant since the days 
of Lewis and Clark" is to ignore the fact that from the time John Floyd 
of Virginia began his agitation in congress for extending the laws of 
the United States over Oregon to the ratification of the treaty of division 
few subjects were so persistently aired in the national legislature or 
drew so much of the attention of administrations. To tell the story of 
Oregon and not even to mention the names of Floyd, Jedidiah Smith, 
Hall J. Kelley, Senator Lewis F. Linn, or Thomas H. Benton, cannot 
fail to put many aspects of the whole affair in a distorted perspective. 
Again, there is little in the book to indicate what Oregon had come to 
signify to the people of the west, of the whole west from Missouri north, 
prior to the nomination of Polk and the "bargain of '44." 

It is a satisfaction to read no version of the "Whitman legend" in the 
text, although one is surprised to find in the selected bibliography Bar- 
row's untrustworthy Oregon and no mention of William I. Marshall's 
Acquisition of Oregon. An account more evenly balanced and more in 
accord with the true situation might have been produced by giving more 
attention to some of the topics suggested, even at the expense of cutting 
down a portion of space allowed the story of the Salish Indians in St. 
Louis seeking missionaries for their people, or details of the overlanders ' 
experiences with Manuel Lisa. 

As a " Chronicle of the fur trade ' ' this work fulfills the purpose of the 
editors of the series in presenting an interesting account of a romantic 
phase of American development; historical perspective appears to have 
suffered in ' ' Adventurers of Oregon, ' ' who certainly included many per- 
sons, especially in the late thirties and early forties, seeking the trans- 
montane region for purposes other than bartering peltries with the 
Indians. 

L. B. Shippee 

The powers and aims of western democracy. By William Milligan 
Sloane, L.H.D., LL.D. (New York: Charles Scribner's sons, 1919. 
489 p. $3.50 net) 
This is a general and comprehensive account of the origin and develop- 
ment of democratic government and ideals from earliest times to the 
present. Professor Sloane traces the growth of democracy in all lands, 
but gives greatest space to the United States. The first part of the book 
deals with the development of democracy in thought and action. After 
a discussion of the vague beginnings of personal liberty in the oriental 
nations, the development of the democratic ideal is traced through Greek 
and Roman times, the medieval period, the reformation, and the English, 
American, French, and later revolutions. There are chapters on the 
institutions, forms, difficulties, and achievements of democracy. 



